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“Very intense, 
cerebral as hell 
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JESSE, 2 7 

‘Sweet, with 
a shy, boyish 
nervousness. 
Definitely cute.” 


niisi 


How good 
are your first 
impressions? 

We challenged 
one brave 
woman to chat 
up these men 
for five minutes 
each to see if 
she could unearth 
the truth 
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A WOMAN A STRIPPER ’ 


□ BILL, 28 

“Smiley, 

charming, 

talkative.” 


PATRICK, 20 

“Very guarded.” 


A CLOWN ■ GAY A MINISTER 






HE’S HOMELESS 

Or! my God! Oh. My. God. Is fie really? 


OUR DETECTIVE 

“I think I can 
pick out whether 
a person 
is genuine. 


Jennifer O'Brien Marshall 
28, financial analyst 



For me, what makes 
a good first impression 
is a guy who’s polite 
and humorous, and 
who looks like he’s taken a 
shower. [Laughs] It’s 
a turn-off when a guy is 
scruffy. He should look like 
he cares — no sneakers, a 
pressed shirt, shined shoes, 
no piercings. I like a little 
cologne, but he shouldn’t 
smell like he’s bathed in 
Drakkar Noir. Manners make 
the biggest impression — 
how a guy treats taxi 
drivers and waiters is how 
he’ll eventually treat me. 

His speech is also key: 

If he drops the “F” word all 
the time, it’s crass. He 
should be comfortable in 
his own skin, but still a 
little nervous — someone 
who might stammer. I 
don’t want a slickster who 
sends flowers to a different 
girl every week. 


E Her first impression: "He 

was sweet, with porcelain 
skin and a shy, endearing, 
boyish nervousness. He 
didn’t seem jaded; he 
asked questions about 
me, he didn’t wait for me 
to lead. I wouldn’t say he 
was hot— more like luke- 
warm — but definitely cute. 
He’s someone I’d set up 
with my younger sister.” 

E] She guessed Jesse was: a 
clown. “I didn’t get any 
bad vibes from him, and 
he smiled the whole time. 
He was boyish.” 

■ After learning Jesse’s 
secret: “Oh my God! Oh. 
My. God. Is he really? He 
doesn’t seem that way at 
all. I had him pegged for 
some kind of investment 
banker. He has probably 


seen and been through 
more than most of the 
other guys. Jesse jusi 
seemed sweet— actually 
the sweetest of them all 
I’d still set him up with 
my younger sister!” 

0 He says: “I knew she’d 
be surprised to find out 
I’m homeless, but she 
seemed sincere. I’d def- 
initely go out with her, and 

1 don’t think — or at least I 
hope— that she wouldn’t 
get too freaked out about 
my past. I’m homeless 
only because I went to 
Europe after college and 
sort of lost track of my 
money; by the time I got 
back to the States, I had 
nothing left at all, and no 
one to call. So I went to a 
homeless shelter.” 


BILL’S SECRET? HE’S GAY 
le was just too nice to be straight. 


Her first impression: “He 

was charming. There was 
a different vibe to our con- 
versation than the others. 
He was very smiley and 
nice, talkative— the most 
talkative, but not overly 
intense. There was a com- 
mon thread to our conver- 
sation, and he was open 
right away; we got deeper 
than I did with the oth- 
ars. But there wasn't an 
attraction, I don't think, on 
either of our parts.” 

She guessed Bill was: gay. 

“I did get a great impres- 
sion from him, but there 


was absolutely no chem- 
istry going on.” 

After teaming Bill’s secret 
“He was just too nice to 
be straight. [Laughs] He 
spoke differently than the 
others, more easily. It felt 
less forced. Honestly, gay 
or straight doesn't sur- 
prise me. Everyone is 
everything nowadays.” 

He says: “I don’t think she 
was attracted to me. There 
was no full eye contact. 
I’m usually attracted to tall, 
Caucasian, metropolitan 
blondes — if she were a he, 
she’d be just my type!” 
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{ DAVID'S SECRET? 

HE’S A CLOWN 

- “Are you serious? 


and stuff?” 


NICK’S SECRET? 

HE’S A STRIPPER 


him home to Mom. 


many tattoos, anything 
was possible. And he was 
also really built.” 

After learning Nick’s secret 
“You can still give him my 
number. I’d still bring him 
home. I think Mom would 
find him . . . interesting.” 
He says: “She had that 
corporate grin. She’s a 
sweet person, butj could 
tell who she was by the 
way she was dressed and 
her style. She smiled be- 
cause that’s just what you 
do when you meet a 
stranger. Typical.” ri 


n Her first impression: “He’s very intense, and 
cerebral as hell. He began self-disclosing right 
away and almost seemed artsy-fartsy. Our talk 
was all about him, but not in a bad way. I liked 
him: He seemed interesting and very 
smart — even though he was short.” 

■ She guessed David was: a minister. “He 
talked about starting a family right away." 
H After learning David’s secret “Are you 
serious? Like he does parties and stuff? 
You have to give me his card! I’m hiring 
him for something.” 

□ He says: “I don’t see us in the same 
reaim of attraction: I’m not some manly- 
man whose going to knock her socks 
off. She was charismatic and very pretty, 
but not the kind of girl I’d approach. 

I m more >nto cute. Gorgeous girls just 
aren't interested in me.” 


Her first impression: “ 

liked him the most. I’d take 
him home to Mom, ever 
though he seemed jaded 
like 'so cool it hurts.’ He 
was cocky and tough— 
definitely a bad boy, a 
player. He wasn't nervous, 
he was confident, the big- 
gest flirt, and he opened 
up — he told me he’s 
divorced, and I don’t think 
that’s a bad thing. He 
was just [smiles] more of 
an older man.” 

She guessed Nick was: 
gay. “I mean, he had so 


B Her first impression: “Serial 
killer. I felt least comfor- 
table with him. He didn’t 
say anything when he sat 
i, which I thought 
was rude. It seemed 
like he wasn't hav- 
ing any fun, like his 
mother made him 
do this. He was very 
guarded: maybe he 
didn't like me, but 
he said he was Ger- 
man, so maybe it’s 
a cultural thing. Still, 

I wouldn’t give him 
my number. If I met 
him in a bar, I’d 
probably leave.” 

□ She guessed Patrick 
was: a woman. “It 
was totally women’s 


intuition. He had a weak 
and sweaty-palmed hand- 
shake, and he just looked 
like a woman.” 

E After learning Patrick’s 
secret [“his” real name is 
Yvonne]: “That’s why he 
was so guarded! [Laughs] 

I thought it was becaijSe 
he was German! He was 
like Hedwlg and the Angry 
Inch or Boys Don't Cry. 
I’m not surprised at all." 

S He says: “When I said I 
was an actor, there was a 
little blink in her eyes, but 
mostly she seemed kind 
of freaked out ... I don’t 
think she knew, though. 
She’s cute, but I’m a 
straight woman, a mom; I 
don’t think I’m her type.” 


PAT RIC 


RET? 


HE’S A WOMAN 

fiat’s why he was so guarded!” 




